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Transport Canada Pickering Lands Dunbarton White Cedar Planting  
 

Habitat Project Lead: Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 

Habitat Project Funding Lead: Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnerships 
Program (RFCPP)  

Date Completed: October 23, 2015 

The LOASRP organized a planting project with Dunbarton Public School, a school 
located in Pickering. Woody-stemmed vegetation stabilizes the soil and absorbs 
water that is slowly released back into the stream, improving late summer base 
flow water levels. This is extremely important for migrating fish such as Atlantic 
Salmon that enter streams in the summer to spawn in the fall. Keeping the water 
cold is also important for downstream Redside Dace (provincially  endangered) 
coldwater habitat. Grade 9 students from Dunbarton High School (Pickering) 
planted 500 eastern white cedar trees in an area that had been cleared to get 
construction equipment in for the bypass channel. The 23 science students 
contributed 69 person -hours to planting an area of 267m².  
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Figure 1:  OFAH high school co-op student helping transport cedar trees into the site with a utility ATV.  
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Figure 2:  Dunbarton students starting to plant. Pile of cedar trees for planting are on the right of photo.  

Figure 3:  Dunbarton students planting potted cedar trees.  


